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treatment of hearin
By Intermormtoin
H*ing Centen ..+..�d;

^ fteq*otain Hearing
centers is joining with the
.l$ 

Hearing Insriture (BHr)
lllTp 

anentioa on educaring
Daby boomers about the af_
recB of hearing loss and what
lney can do about it.
- Baby boomers _ those
born between 1947 and 1964
;.may be particutarly suscep
ti!19 to hearing loss b'icause
ot fteir lifelong exposure to
toud music and other noises,
according to Steve Neilson a
heanns healti nrofessinna I
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Threc of four reryoa-' i
dents were satisfid wi&
their hearing aids wh

as a minor problem. Research
shows that whe,n people can-
not hear properiy, they make
less money and their inability
to hear can disrupt family life.

*The gcod news is that
hearing loss can easily be
diagnosed and for most people
there are solutions inthe form
of digital and programrnable
heuing aids, many of which
are not visible."

*Manypecple associate
hearing loss with advancing
age,l"said Neilson. "In fact,
hearing lsss is also associated
with exposure to loud noises,
something that some baby
boomers have faced since
childbod. According to the
Better Hearing Institute two-
thirds of people with hearing
loss are below retirement age"

Symptoms of hearing loss
include notbeing able to hear
Well in a crowded room or res-
taurant having'to ask ftiends
to repeat wbat they are saying,
or not beirg able to hear
ssunds that ofiers seem to be
able to hear better.

' 
Surveys published by BIII,

a not-for-profit oryanizetion
that educates the public about
the neglectedproblem of hem-
ing loss and what can

quality of life.
' , l Eighty five pe.rcent (85

outdoors, while listmin! to
music, while participating ih
leisure activities, in the car, at
a house of worship and in a
restaurant. i

seeking help fcr liearing loss.
l Show the negativg cgnse-

Founded m1973 and based
be done about it, have found: inAlexadrig Virgtnia' BHI is

l An overwhelming major- working to:
ity (93 percent) of consumers ) Erase the stigma and end
with hearing dwices say the the embarrassmenl thai pre-
de-vices have improvedthcir vents milliois of people from

d

percent) say thea are satisfied quences of,untredtedhearing
withthe benefits they get from loss for millions.
he4ring aids. ) homotetrea$entand

) Specific improvements' demonstratc that this is a
associated with better hearing national proble,m that can be
healthincludenoreeffective' solved.
commrrnications (71 percent), "Too many people cling to,
better social tife (56 percent), the old stubborn belief tbt
better rclationships at home wearing a hearing aid won't
(55 pqrcent) and in the work help fix their hearing proti
place (48 percent), improved lems," said Sergei Kochkia
emotional health (40 percent), PhD, Executive Director
improved mentaVcognitive of BHI. "We hopc people,
*i#(#rcq5 ffdk WlJy baby$'omerq,
physical health (24 percent). understmd th* g aiifi 
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) Ninety percent (90 per- work befiet than ever, and
cent) of the respondents said can dramalically improve the
their hearing aids improved quality of their lives." 2


