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. At times, it seems as if hearing
ls a second-rate sense to vision
in our visually oriented modern
soclety. But there is nothing sec-
ond rate about the ramificaltions
ofuntreated hearing loss. In fact,
many people with hearing loss
delay getting help because they
are unawar€ of ttre fact that re_
ceiving early treatment for hehi-
ing loss can literally transform
their Iives.

and meetings. t*$ inaliUtyto om-
municate effectiv$ly can ultimatelv
l*9 to frustratisr, anxiety, sociil
isolation and d$ession. 

-

While close to.fu mittion people
in the- United Sd.tes have nlari'ng
loss, the majorityhave notreceivd
treatment. Yet e#eneive: research
demonstrates l ihat treatment
with modern heafing instruments
brings measura$e improvements
in social, emotior*rl, psychological,
ang etrysiga],y"H biog, for bottr
patients and theii spouses.

The good news js that, with
treat-ment, those suffering even
mildhearing lggq can gain: 

-

. Greater effeitiveness on the
job and befter earning power. (An
estimated 65 pelcent of people
wi!.h !?ring loss rfu younger than
returement aCe.) ,

,.. Y-..". p..ticipalion in group
activities likeehfrrchserviqes.',

. Improved interpersonal rela-
lionships, greater intimary and a
better sense of control in-profes-
sional, social and family fi"tt r"-

The fact is that better hearine
is a critical aryect ofeffective coml
muirication. Hearing is crucial to
deyeloprng meaningfirl relation-
s$ps ana the ability to enioy life,
whether it is participating firlly in
a cpnversation between friends. or
enjqyr4g aesthgtic pleasures like
m.usic, the leaves rustling in the
wind; or tlre cooing of a chila.

- Better hearing helps you per-
torm better, whether in business
situations or e4gagirgin hobbies
or sports - all oflife's activities
that include a wealth of auditory
cues and signals. Better heai-
ing also gives you an enhanc'od-
senee of security, and is critical
where safety is a concern - for
iggfyce when caring for young
children.

So, if you suffer from a mild,
moderate or severe hearing loss
and have yet to seek help-from
a -hearing professional, consider
all the beaefits of better hear-,
ing described above. Do,not.;ait,'
until you are retired to treat vour
hearing loss. You shouldn,t d"hy
the ability to enjoy " fuler, morl
satisfactory life ... for you and your
fanily. .
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