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Relief for Ringing Ears

New Discovery brings QUIET for most Tinnitus Patients

It's called tinnitus
/tinT"tas/, and it is the tin-
kling, ringing or hissing heard
inone or both ears. And
. itis not in your
ears at all, it’s in your
brain. It is estimated
that 10- to 15- percent
of the U.S. population
is bothered by chronic
tinnitus head noise.

A recent white pa-
per published in the peer-
reviewed journal the Hearing
Review reports relief among
60 percent of patients from
mpling provided by 230
clinicians. Of this group, one-
in-five (22 percent) said they
received “major relief.” This
is good news for anyone with
head noise.

Where Does Head
Noise Come From?

as

In the cochlea thousands
of “hair cells” are set in mo-
tion and sound is converted to
electrical signals which travel
along the auditory nerve to the
brainstem for further process-
ing.

The primary auditory cor-
tex is the region of the brain

that is responsible for process-
ing of auditory (sound) infor-
mation,

“Tinnitus is likely triggered
by random neural activity in
the auditory cortex.” said Pa-
mela Smith, Owner of Beach
Hearing Aid Centers. “It can
be caused by noise trauma, al-
lergic reactions, and sometimes
strong prescription medica-
tions,

‘While some head noise may
subside after 12 to 20 hours—
after a day of operating a table

saw ... or at the completion of
a brief regimen of prescription
medication— with continual

Head noise is fouder than
ambient sounds to a listener who
has a hearing problem.

exposure linnitus can become
permanent.”

According to Oregon
Health Sciences University, 90
percent of patients with severe
tinnitus also possess hearing
loss. Patients who do not seek
help for their hearing loss will
perceive a worsening of their
head noise.

“One major inadvertent
tragedy is the belief that tin-
nitus cannot be helped.” s
Sergei Kochkin. PhD. ex-
ecutive director of the Bglier

He;«rinév Institute. “Peaple. in

adition to ot seeking help for

their tinnitus. also do not seck
help for their hearing loss spe-
cifically because they concur-
rently have tinnitus,”

The report concludes that
citizens with ringing ears
should seek the help of a clini-
cian who is knowledgeable
about treating tinnitus with
hearing aids. Relief can now
be achieved for most people.

Relief is Here!

A mild to moderate hear-
ing loss causes the listener to
experience a reduction in

the awarcness of ambient
sounds, When head noise
is present, this reduction
in ambient sounds causes
the head noise to seem-
ingly increase, This study
documents quantitative
improvement achieved with
the fitting of prescription
hearing aids programmed
with specific algorithms.
“All Beach Hearing cen-

ters are staffed by clinicians
who have completed special
continuing education cout
in treating

atients with head

d Smith. “Treatment
comprises conducting an elec-
tronic hearing test, then im-
porting the patient’s audiogram
Into a diagnostic computer
called Real Ear M,

and relegate it appropriately to
the background with all other
environmental sounds.” said
Smith. “The very act of taking
the focus off of tinnitus spells
relief for most patients.

“What is gratifying in our
work is the patient’s emotion

Certain prescription hearing instru-
ments can be tuned to bring ambi-
ent sounds back to a normal level,
thereby suppressing head noise.

The clinician and the pa-
tient can then see a live image
of the patient’s hearing condi-
tion in their left and right ears.

Next, by increasing the
amplification of low-level
sounds as part of treatment and
reducing maximum output of
the instrument, we can move
the patient’s tinnitus which was
previously conspicuous in the
foreground of their perception,

as they realize their tinnitus has
subsided, on the spot.”

27

ing loss should consider more
powerful hearing wids, such as
the Audibel LX fined with the
XM 50 receiver, which pro-
vides up to 50 deciBels of gain
in addition to unprecedented
feedbuck cancellation and

directional performance.

Patients with mild to
moderate hearing loss should
consider the Audibel Virtue 12
with a feature called Acoustic
Signature that identifies unique
sound environments and
adjusts to them instantly and
Data Logging, that links with
the Acoustic Signature feature
10 identify and log individual
sound environments.

A third instrument,
Virtue 4, is for tinnitus-pa-
tients with very little hearing
loss. Prices start around $697
each. are fully-digital and can
be programmed to reduce the
tinnitus sensation. Patients also
receive the added benefit of
improved hearing and under-
standing.

Beach Hearing is offering
these programmable hear-

Three Progr
Instruments to Try

ing i ona 30-day
satisfaction trial. “We can help
most tinnitus patients, and your

ity and clinician competency
are the keys to achieving tin-
nitus relief.

Patients with severe hear-

anteed.” Smith said.

Call Beach Hearing Aid
Center for a no-obligation ap-
pointment. 757-315-8858.

In the cochlea thousands of tiny “halr cells™
caled stersocile sie sst o mofion and
sound is converted to eloctrical signafs

With haaring foss. the halr cells are dam:
‘gad and cannof pick up sound properly
This damaged sigral i sont o the brain.

The damaged signal causes random neu-
ralactivty In the auditory cores, iggening
ho sound of tinnlus,

“What is gratifying in our work is the
patient’s emotion as they realize their
Tinnitus has subsided, on the spot.”

- Pumela Smith,

Owner, Beach Hearing Aid Centers

0% Financing

Available
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‘ CALL TODAY!
Appointments are limited!

If you have ringing in your ears, you owe it to yourself to take
advantage of this RISK FREE offer. Call (757) 315-8858 to receive:

€ Free Consultation with a Beach Hearing Clinician

e Complete Electronic Hearing Evaluation

e Real Ear Measurement of Your Hearing

of Progr

ble Instruments

o Selection and Adap

You will know immediately if we are able to reduce your tinnitus.

Beach Hearing is offering FREE Tinnitus consultations and with your
evaluation, a FREE copy of the book, “Natural Relief from Tinnitus, “
while supplies last. Now through February 28th we are offering a FREE | Hearing Evaluation

30-day IN-HOME trial. CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT: (757) 315-8858. |

’ We are part of the only
~ American Owned & American
-mp | Operated exclusi twork of

perated exclusive ne!

BBB. Hearing Professionals.

Most Major Insurances Accepted

So discreet - Nearly undetectable when viewed from any angle!

)

-

& Consultation

v,
s,

100% Digital |
Virtue™ 2 |

1 Calt

for Tinnitus Relief ]

BEACH HEARING AID CENTERS

Newport News « 11745 Jefferson Ave., Ste. 7 + 757-315-8858

Copyright © 2008 The Wisoh Group, LP.

® 2008 DAILY PRESS
All Rights Reserved.

Account: 15309AA (680)
VA-91

For reprints or rights, please contact the publisher

.

Page 1 of 1



