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· As a country, we must stop treating hearing loss as a minor problem.
· Hearing loss doesn’t just affect hearing.  It negatively affects an individual’s quality of life—significantly damaging the person’s relationships, mental and emotional well being, and ability to sustain a certain income.
· Baby boomers may be particularly susceptible to hearing loss because of their lifelong exposure to loud music and other noises.
· The good news is that hearing loss can be easily diagnosed.  For most people, there are solutions in the form of digital and programmable hearing aids, many of which are not visible.
· Progress is being made on many fronts.  Advances in digital technology have dramatically improved hearing aids—they are smaller than ever with far better sound quality.  
· An overwhelming majority (93 percent) of consumers with hearing devices say the devices have improved their quality of life.
· Hearing loss should be addressed and appropriate intervention started as early as possible to limit the negative impact it can have on one’s quality of life.  I encourage anyone with a mild, moderate, or severe hearing loss to seek assistance from a hearing healthcare professional and to explore the options for improving their hearing—and their lives.  
